
Opportunity Houston Booth BIO 2009  Atlanta Draft Schedule  
 
Sunday, May 17,2009 
 
Booth Set-Up   
 
Monday, May 18, 2009  PRE BIO-EVENTS 
 
DOING BUSINESS IN EUROPE - From a Base in Belgium 
**Event Hosted by Belgian Trade Commission (invited Opportunity Houston Booth 
participants)   
 
09:30 a.m.  Registration and Morning Coffee 
 
10:00 a.m.  Welcoming Remarks 
    Representative from Smith, Gambrell & Russell, LLP 

5 minutes 
 
   Demystifying the European Union – Twenty-seven Countries, 
One Nation 
    Mr. Russ Froneberger, President, Global Consulting & 
Affiliates 

15 minutes 
 
   Biologistics: More Assets to Welcome You in Liege 
    Ms. Laurence Slangen, Mgr. of the Foreign Investors’ 
Service at SPI+  

30 minutes 
      
   Cross-cultural and Legal Aspects of Doing Business in Belgium 
    Mr.  Anton Mertens, Esq., Partner at Smith, Gambrell & 
Russell, LLP 

15 minutes 
 
   Tax and Other Typical Business Start-up Issues 
    Mr. Robert Verzi, Partner at Habif, Arogeti & Wynne, LLP 

15 minutes 
   A Biologistics Success Story 

Ms. Laurence Slangen, Mgr. of the Foreign Investors’ 
Service at SPI+  
Ms. Leigh Anne Downes, Director, Life Science, Memphis  

        Regional 
Chamber of Commerce U.S. Biologistics Company Testimonial – 
Steelgate, Inc.  

30 minutes 
 



12:00 p.m.  Networking Luncheon 
 
1:00 p.m.  End of Seminar 
 
1:00  p.m. – 9 p.m. OPEN TIME 
 
9 p.m.    Berlin –Brandenburg Night 

**Event Hosted By Berlin Partner, Bayer Healthcare, BioTop, 
Airport Region (Berlin-Bradenberg) ZAB, Brandenburg Economic 
Development Board (Opportunity Houston booth participants are 
invited to attend) 

 
Tuesday, May 19, 2009 (OPENING DAY OF BIO2009) 
 
7:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Belgian Breakfast : Biopharmaceutical R&D and 

Manufacturing: the Belgian Case Study 
 
According to a comparing study of the OECD on "Innovation in 
Pharmaceutical Biotechnology", Belgium is the best performing 
country on several indicators for innovation and industrial 
development.  

 
Belgium’s attractiveness was recently enhanced by several 
government’s tax measures, such as a substantial reduction of the 
nominal corporate tax rate by a deduction of notional interest on 
companies’ adjusted equity capital and a 75% exemption payroll 
withholding tax for scientific researchers. Belgium also has the 
lowest European tax rate on revenue from royalty income. 

 
Belgium, located in the center of Europe, is the host country for 
worldcenters for biopharmaceutical R&D and manufacturing. Due 
to this particularly favorable environment, leading companies have 
recently made major investments in Belgium.  

 
Yves Verschueren, Managing Director of Essenscia, the Belgian 
federation for chemistry and life sciences industries, will inform 
you on the latest initiatives aiming at making Belgium a center of 
excellence in biopharmacy. 

 
This presentation will be followed by the testimony of a Johnson & 
Johnson executive representative on the company experience and 
activity in Belgium. 

 
It will be the opportunity for you to meet with government experts, 
a delegation of 50 Belgian companies as well as representatives of 



7 universities (see short description in attachment) and discuss the 
possibilities of inter-company collaborations. 

 
Location: Marriott Marquis Hotel - 265 Peachtree Center Avenue, Atlanta, 
Georgia  (Opportunity Houston booth participants are invited to 
attend) 
 

   
10:15 a.m. – 5 p.m. BIO Booth  
 
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm BIO Evening Booth Receptions  
  
Wednesday, May 20, 2009   
 
10:00 am – 5:30 pm BIO Booth  
 
5 p.m. – 7 p.m. Baker & McKenzie Reception (Opportunity Houston booth 

participants are invited to attend) 
 
 
7:30 p.m. – 11 p.m. Belgian Café   

**Event Hosted by Belgian Trade Commission (Opportunity 
Houston booth participants are invited to attend) 

 
Thursday, May 21, 2009   

 
10:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. BIO Booth  
 
Booth Participants to Date: (24 plus OH Staff) 
 

Bill Arend  
Regional Manager 
Oracle 
1200 Smith Street, Suite 1500 
Houston, Texas 77002 
Bill.arend@oracle.com 
0: 713.658.7786 
M: 713.203.7642 
 
    
Brad Burke 
Managing Director 
Alliance for Technology & Entrepreneurship 
Rice University 
Jones Graduate School of Management MS531 
134C McNair Hall 
bburke@rice.edu<mailto:bburke@rice.edu 



713-348-6136 
 
Wendy E. Burke 
L I N B E C K 
3810 West Alabama 
Houston, Texas  77027 
P:  713-966-5834 
F:  713-966-5891 
wburke@linbeck.com 

 
Bruce D. Butler, Ph.D. 
Director, Office of Technology Management 
The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston 
7000 Fannin, Suite 1200 
Houston, Texas 77030 
Phone: (713) 500-3369 
Fax: (713) 500-0331 
E-mail: Bruce.D.Butler@uth.tmc.edu<mailto:Bruce.D.Butler@uth.tmc.edu> 

 
David Carter 
Capital Royalty, L.L.C. 
713-209-7350 
dcarter@capitalroyalty.com 

 
Michael Coleman 
President 
InGeneron 
8275 El Rio 
Suite 130 
Houston, TX 77054 
mcoleman@InGeneron.com 
(713) 440-9900 

 
Jodi Conyers 
UTHSC 
6410 Fannin  
Houston, TX 77030-3006 
(713) 500-7370  
Jodie.L.Conyers@uth.tmc.edu 

 
John Cook 
CenterPoint Energy 
PO Box 1700 
Houston, TX 77251 
John.cook@centerpointenergy.com 
Darren Davis 



President & CEO 
ApoCell Biosciences 
2575 West Bellfort Street, Suite 190 
Houston, TX 77054 
ddavis@apocell.com 
713-440-6070 

 
Cathy Frederickson 
AndroDiagnostics  
101 Christopher Columbus  
Galveston, TX 77550 
cmfrederickson@androdiagnostics.com 
409-762-0422 

 
Chris Frederickson 
NeuroBioTex 
101 Christopher Columbus  
Galveston, TX 77550 
c.j.frederickson@neurobiotex.com 
409-762-0422 

 
Bob Graf 
City of Missouri City 
1522 Texas Parkway 
Missouri City, Texas 77459 
(281) 403-8694 
Bgraf@missouricitytx.gov 

 
Chris LeGette 
UTHSC 
6410 Fannin  
Houston, TX 77030-3006 
(713) 500-5428 
Christopher.LeGette@uth.tmc.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
Eric Lindquist 
ApoCell Biosciences 
2575 West Bellfort Street, Suite 190 
Houston, TX 77054 
elindquist@apocell.com 
713-440-6070 
 



Ramon Lozano 
PEDC 
3519 Liberty Drive 
Pearland, TX 77581 
281-652-1704 
RLozano@ci.pearland.tx.us 

 
Jacqueline Northcut 
President and CEO  
BioHouston  
2555 Holly Hall suite 100 
Houston, TX 
jacqueline.northcut@biohouston.org 
(713) 979-9109 

 
      Steve Nunez 

NASA 
2525 Bay Area Blvd. suite 640 
Houston, Texas 77058 
281.486.5535 
steve@bayareahouston.com 

 
Jennifer Pursley 
Texas A&M Institute for Genomic Medicine 
2121 W. Holcombe Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77030-3303  
713-677-7429 
888-377-TIGM 
jpursley@tigm.org 
 
William P. Ramey, III (Bill) 
Winstead PC  
1100 JPMorgan Chase Tower 
600 Travis Street 
Houston, Texas 77002  
713.650.2782  
wramey@winstead.com  

 
 
Emmanuelle Schuler, Ph.D. 
Director 
Center for Industrial Partnerships 
University of Houston 
2013 Science & Engineering Research Center 
Houston TX  77204-5055 
713.743.9155 



Email: eschuler@uh.edu 
Jeff Sjostrom 
GEDP 
PO Box 8029 
Galveston, TX 77553 
409-770-0216 
sjobiz@att.net 

 
Phil Speros 
CEO 
Halsa Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
8822 Westview 
Houston, TX 77055 
psperos@telephonet.com 
(832) 722-0513 

 
Jaye Thompson, PhD 
Senior Vice President of Clinical Operations 
inVentiv Clinical Solutions, LLC. 
2202 Timberloch Place, Suite 230 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(281) 367-6655 
jthompson@inVentivClinical.com 

 
Steve Tragash 
Lexicon Pharmaceuticals, Inc 
8800 Technology Forest Place 
The Woodlands, TX 77381 
stragash@lexpharma.com 
281-863-3000 

 
Gwen Wagner 
CenterPoint Energy 
PO Box 1700 
Houston, TX 77251 
 
Kristin Weikel 
Greater Houston Partnership 
1200 Smith suite 700 
Houston, TX 77002 
713-844-3611 
kweikel@houston.org 

 
Fred Welch 
PEDC 
3519 Liberty Drive 



Pearland, TX 77581 
281-652-1704 
fwelch@ci.pearland.tx.us 

 


